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(54) Method and apparatus for engine analysis 

(57) Method and apparatus for analysis of engines 
analyses digitised input signals from for example engine 
injectors and compares this digital data with the corre- 
sponding values of a digitised template or comparison 
signal. Compliance or divergence between the digitised 
signal values is indicated in bar graph form. 
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Description 

This invention relates to a method and apparatus 
for engine analysis applicable to the electrodynamic 
analysis of electronic signals derived from an engine. 
An example of the application of the invention is to the 
analysis of the operation of a spark-ignition internal 
combustion engine by analysis of electrical signals de- 
rived from the spark ignition system. However, the in- 
vention is applicable to the analysis of compression ig- 
nition engines. Indeed, certain broad aspects of the in- 
vention are applicable to the analysis of signals relating 
to the operation of any rotary equipment, whereby the 
operation of the equipment can be analysed, particularly 
by reference to and by comparison with expected oper- 
ating parameters such as corresponding signals relating 
to the engine or other equipment when operating in sub- 
stantially new condition. In this way : a measure can be 
obtained of the degree of divergence of the equipment 
from its ideal operating condition as a result of use and 
wear etc. 

An example of an input signal which may be ana- 
lysed in accordance with the principles of the present 
invention is an electrical wave form derived from the 
spark ignition system of an internal combustion engine. 
Examples of other input signals and waveforms to which 
the present invention is applicable are electronic control 
unit signals, and relay switching (distributor-type ignition 
systems) signals These are examples of time-based 
signals for analysis. In addition, as examples of signals 
in which analysis would be performed on a frequency 
basis are signals derived from vibration diagnostic 
equipment, such as the apparatus disclosed in our co- 
pending and unpublished application GB 9501380.1 
(P52555GB); and oscillator outputs relating to frequen- 
cy based gas sensing (such as may arise from sensing 
gas pressures in the crankcase or exhaust system of an 
automotive or other engine), or shaft encoder outputs 
for rotating machinery in which, for example, the encod- 
er output frequency is dependent upon the rotational ve- 
locity of the shaft. As an example of signals where the 
basis of comparison is amplitude, there are power sup- 
ply ripple voltages, such as might be obtained from the 
alternator of an automotive vehicle, and the battery 
charging current of such a vehicle. 

Conventionally, an input wave form from the spark 
ignition system of an internal combustion engine has 
been analysed by visual techniques including the use of 
a suitable display on a cathode ray tube, whether in an- 
alogue form for instantaneous visual analysis by a 
trained technician, or by digital analysis, digital record- 
ing, and subsequent simulated analogue display of dig- 
itised data, in accordance with the teachings in Europe- 
an patent EP 08 13 53B (Bear). 

The digital analysis, recording and subsequent dis- 
play in simulated analogue form of the above-mentioned 
prior patent provide the advantages of flexibility of 
processing of the data prior to visual display, but is in- 



herently subject to the shortcomings of visual assess- 
- ment techniques, namely the limitations of any visual as- 
sessment technique, these relating to the observer's 
own personal visual assessment capabilities, which 
5 vary from person to person. Moreover, such an assess- 
ment is inevitably somewhat superficial and lacks the 
attention to detail which would clearly be beneficial if the 
remedial steps to be taken following such an assess- 
ment are to be carried out with the level of precision 
io which can be realised when modern servicing tech- 
niques are utilised to their fullest extent. 

There is disclosed in US 5,387,870 (Knapp et al) a 
method and apparatus for feature extraction from inter- 
nal combustion engine ignition waveforms. In this appa- 
'5 ratus a processor means determines in real time, times 
corresponding to positions along an ignition wave form 
corresponding to firing time, beginning of dwell interval, 
next firing time etc, and real time values corresponding 
to firing peak height, firing line duration etc. These val- 
20 ues are compared with fixed threshold values so that 
anomalies can be determined. No comparison is provid- 
ed between the input signal and a corresponding com- 
parison or template signal. This disclosure corresponds 
in its main substantive elements with the functions pro- 
2$ vided by presently available automotive test equipment 
in which an input waveform is compared with pre-stored 
data representative of the limit values (or threshold val- 
ues) of the relevant waveform. However, no means is 
provided enabling a convenient and effective compari- 
30 son of the actual input waveform with the appropriate 
form of that wave if in its ideal condition or format. 

US patent 5,119,315 discloses a method of corre- 
lating an input mass chromatogram with reference chro- 
matogram data. 
35 The prior art appears to contain no disclosure of a 
process whereby convenient comparison between an 
input signal from an actual operating machine can be 
analysed by reference to the corresponding waveform 
as produced by its ideal counterpart, for example the 
40 machine in new form. 

According to the invention there is provided a meth- 
od of analysis of engines and/or other rotary machines, 
and corresponding apparatus as setforth in theaccom- 
panying claims, and a corresoondingrvappWratus for 
45 analysis of engines and/or other rotary mach ines as like- 
wise defined therein. 

In accordance with the teachings of the present in- 
vention we have taken the step forward of providing a 
method and apparatus which, in its embodiments, is ca- 
50 pable of overcoming the above-identified shortcomings, 
this being achieved by eliminating the step of providing 
(as disclosed in the above-discussed EP specification) 
an analogue visual representation of the incoming sig- 
nal, and substituting for this an electronic comparison 
55 step, which can be carried out on the digitised data 
which has hitherto been used as a basis for producing 
an analogue visual signal representation, such as a 
waveform. 
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Thus, in accordance with the teachings of the 
present invention, an incoming signal is subjected to an 
initial digitising process. Then, the digitised data is sub- 
jected to an analytical step in which it is compared with 
data representing the basis for comparison, such as the s 
wave form of the relevant signal produced by the equip- 
ment in its ideal form, such as the new equipment. Thus, 
the digitised data can be compared, item by item with 
the idea I data so as to produce an extremely detailed 
analytical result, enabling a far more refined comparison to 
basis to be established than in the case of above-dis- 
cussed prior US patent in which signal values are merely 
compared with threshold values. 

We have realised that, in the case of such a step by 
step analysis process, the result which is required may ts 
well need only to be in the form of a yes/no answer since 
the comparison with the standard or "template" wave- 
form in itself inherently takes care of the question of ac- 
tual waveform. 

Accordingly, the result of this analytical step may, in 20 
accordance with another aspect of the present invention 
be displayed or otherwise indicated in a variety of forms 
indicative, at a minimum, merely of whether or not com- 
pliance with the predetermined standard or template is 
achieved, and in some cases there may be provided in 25 
addition an indication applicable to the situation of non- 
compliance, of the degree of non-compliance, and pos- 
sibly other characteristics of non-compliance. Such data 
can be indicated in a variety of visual or even audible 
ways. 30 

Thus, in accordance with a broad aspect of the in- 
vention, there is provided a method and apparatus in 
which incoming test data is initially digitised. Then, some 
at least of the digitised data is compared with a standard. 
The result of the comparison step is then used to gen- 35 
erate an indication of compliance. 

The digitised data may of course be recorded and, 
after such recordal the comparison step may be carried 
out at any convenient time. 

Likewise, the digitised data may be subjected toone 40 
or more data processing steps, for example in a com- 
puter system associated with the test apparatus, or re- 
mote therefrom, prior to or simultaneously with the an- 
alytical comparison step. 

Embodiments of the invention provide the signifi- 45 
cant advantages of simplifying engine analysis, and 
thus correspondingly reducing the time taken and in- 
creasing the ease with which it is carried out. The person 
carrying out the test merely selects the appropriate tem- 
plate wave form, connects the engine to the test equip- so 
ment to provide the input wave form for comparison pur- 
poses. The equipment then produces an appropriate in- 
dication of compliance or not. Suitable software may be 
provided which can provide, for example, a detailed 
statement of the remedial action required, which has 55 
been deduced from the comparison step by the data 
processing apparatus. Alternatively, the indication of 
compliance may provide (in the case of non-compli- 



ance) a graphical representation or diagram indicating 
the remedial action required eg a diagram of an injector 
pin requiring attention. 

According to a further aspect of the invention it is 
envisaged that the template forming the basis for com- 
parison with the digitised data from the input signal will 
be available in adaptive form whereby this basis for 
comparison is adaptable selectively to take account of, 
for example, progressive input signal changes recorded 
at time intervals and enabling corresponding time inter- 
val based analysis to be performed. 

For implementation of the above-mentioned adap- 
tive template, it is envisaged that the circuitry involved 
will embody neural networks (known per se) constructed 
to provide the facility for memorising or "learning" the 
waveform or waveforms to be used as a basis for com- 
parison. Reference is directed to "Machine Design" (v 
65 n21 pages 1 33/1 34 of October 22, 1 993) by Patton, 
Alton; Swann, David and Arikara, Murali on the use of 
neural networks in Design (copyright Penton Publishing 
1993). See also Electronic Design (v43, n9 page 38) by 
Ajluni, Cheryl on neural network/fuzzy - logic technology 
in which fuzzy logic is used to tune the neural networks 
(copyright 1995 Penton Publishing Inc). 

In still further embodiments, the basis for compari- 
son between the template data and the incoming data 
may be alternative parameters of the respective wave- 
forms, including not only waveform and amplitude and 
frequency, and phase relationship, but also other varia- 
bles including average values of particular ones of these 
parameters. Moreover, the comparison may be based 
on more than one waveform simultaneously sampled 
and compared. In the case of phase relationship, the 
analysis may be on the basis of a comparison between 
a particular chosen part of a waveform, for example a 
leading or trailing edge of a square wave. 

Whereas in the embodiments described below 
there is employed a single waveform or signal in which 
a single function is plotted against time, it is envisaged 
that a chosen parameter need not be necessarily con- 
sidered in relation to time, and the functions to be cross- 
related include not only time but also amplitude, fre- 
quency and phase. Moreover, multiple signals or wave- 
forms may be simultaneously analysed in accordance 
with the method and apparatus of the invention. 

Embodiments of the invention will now be described 
by way of example with reference to the accompanying 
drawings in which :- 

Fig 1 shows a conceptual representation of a typical 
input waveform for the purposes of the present in- 
vention, based upon injector operation for a (com- 
press ion )/sparkign it ion engine, the plot of injector 
valve voltage against time being in conventional an- 
alogue form; 

Fig 2 shows the injector operation of Fig 1 repre- 
sented likewise conventionally in analogue form but 
with the voltage dip indicated in terms of actual in- 
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jector opening (A), held-open (B), closing (C), and 
held-closed (D) movements, the functions plotted 
being injector function (IF) or opening against time 
CO; 

Fig 3 shows a corresponding bar graph represen- 
tation of the injector functbns plotted in Fig 2, these 
being indicated in bar form as produced, for exam- 
ple, by the "bar-graph display*" and "trace hard- 
copy" functions of the apparatus of Fig 4; 
Fig 4 shows, in block diagram form, circuits forming 
an embodiment of the invention and providing for 
analogue-to-digital input signal conversion, com- 
parison of the digitised signal with a "template" sig- 
nal and display of the result of the comparison, for 
example in bar-graph form; 
Figs 5 and 6 show in vertically aligned relationship 
the injector function plot of Fig 1 constituting a "tem- 
plate" held in the template memory for use in the 
apparatus of Fig 4, and, positioned below it in Fig 
6, a typical sample input signal in analogue form 
and corresponding to the injector operations of Fig 
5, but with an indication (at 26) of an injector fault 
which requires to be identified by the apparatus of 
Fig 4; 

Fig 7 shows in bar-graph form the result of the anal- 
ysis of the signals of Figs 5 and 6 by the apparatus 
of Fig 4, and showing in the darkened portion 34 of 
the bar graph, and highlighted by signals 40, the er- 
ror portion (E) of the injector function; and 
Figs 8 to 10 and 11 to 13and 14 to 17 show three 
groups of respective template and input wave forms 
together with the corresponding bar graphs show- 
ing the output of the comparison function. 

The apparatus of Fig 4 is adapted to receive elec- 
tronic input signals from a variety of sources, such as 
any suitable voltage or current pick up system capable, 
of picking up voltage or current providing an indication 
of the operating function of any operating system of an 
automotive vehicle, for example the ignition system. 

Thus, the voltage input signal for the apparatus 10 
of Fig 4 can be represented by the voltage input signal 
shown in Figs 1 and 5. In these examples, for the par- 
ticu lar injector function concerned, the voltage input sig- 
nals, as shown in analogue form, are in what may be 
termed "ideal" form ie not including any fault suitable for 
identification by the apparatus of Fig 4. Of course, the 
presence or otherwise of "a fault" depends entirely on 
the basis for comparison. 

Apparatus 10 comprises input signal connection 
means 1 2 coupled to an analogue to digital converter 
(ADC) 14, which is coupled to a sample memory func- 
tion circuit 16. Further functional portions of the appa- 
ratus 10 comprise a comparison function circuit 18, a 
template memory function circuit 20 and a bar graph dis- 
play function circuit 22 coupled to a trace hard copy 
function 24. 

In Fig 4, the above-discussed functions have func- 



tion couplings 26, 28, 30, 32 and 34. The function se- 
quences comprise : 

analogue to digital conversion 
5 sample memory storage 

compare to template memory 
display in bar graph form 
output to hard copy function 

10 in Fig 4 also, the above-identified functions have 
been indicated in block diagram form. The correspond- 
ing electronic circuits to perform the functions individu- 
ally are not in themselves the subject of this present pat- 
ent application and circuits and apparatus capable of 
is performing these individual functions will be matters of 
routine design work for a person of technical compe- 
tence in this field. 

ADC circuit 1 4 provides a known analogue-to-digit- 
al function. The circuit provides two analogue input 
20 channels, each with an input multiplexer for user signal 
selection. The input signal on each channel is amplified 
by a programmable gain amplifier, and an offset is intro- 
duced if necessary. 

The resultant amplified input signal on each chan- 
ts nel is processed by ADC 14. The sampling rate of the 
analogue-to-digital conversion step is fixed at a rate de- 
pendent upon the maximum signal frequency specified 
on that channel. Accordingly, the analogue-to-digital 
conversion is carried out at a reasonable maximum 
30 sampling rate in order to achieve, at all signal frequen- 
cies suitable for the apparatus 10, a sufficient number 
of data samples per waveform for the analytical steps 
which follow. 

The digitised signal data from ADC circuit 14 is 

35 transmitted to sample memory 16 and stored. The mem- 
ory function provided by circuit 1 6 has capacity sufficient 
to store data from both input channels such that, at the 
lowest input signal frequency sufficient data is captured 
to represent (in the case of internal combustion engine 

40 analysis) one complete engine cycle. 

As shown at 32, sample memory 16 is coupled to 
bar-graph display 22 to enable a bar graph representa- 
tion of the digitised input signal to be displayed and if 
necessary traced as a hard copy by function 24. 

4 $ Template memory function circuit 20 performs a 
similar function to sample memory circuit 16, having 
stored therein, in digitised form, sample "standard" sig- 
nals to be used as a comparison basis. These template 
signals can be selectively transmitted to comparison 

50 function circuit 1 8 for comparison with corresponding in- 
put signals derived from sample memory 16. 

The single comparison function 18 thus receives 
signals to be compared from sample memory 16 and 
template memory 20. The comparison function is car- 

55 ried out on a point-by-point basis whereby deviations 
are identified likewise on the same basis. Circuit 1 8 pro- 
duces an output through signal line 34 to bar graph dis- 
play 22 whereby the result of the comparison steps can 
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be displayed in bar graph form. Such display will now 
be discussed with reference to Figs 5 and 6. 

Comparison of Figs 5 and 6 shows, in this illustra- 
tive simple example, a deviation between the two sig- 
nals at the location identified at 26 where the injector 
has a fault in terms of excess hold time- 
In an analogue display system in accordance with 
prior art teachings, it would be necessary for the user to 
identify area 26 merely from visual inspection of the an- 
alogue trace seen in Fig 6. Such identification would de- 
pend upon the user having clear recall of, (or the oppor- 
tunity for cross-reference to) the standard trace shown 
in Fig 5. 

In accordance with the method and apparatus of the 
present invention, the result of the comparison steps 
carried out by circuit 18 is produced in the bar graph 
form 28 shown in Fig 7. 

As shown in Fig 7, bar graph 28 includes portions 
30, 32, 34, 36 and 38 corresponding respectively to 
opening (A), and held-open (B), and fault indication (E), 
and closing (C), and held-closed (D) portions of the op- 
erating function of the injector. 

The divergence between the digitised signals of 
Figs 5 and 6 at location 26 has resulted in the production 
of error indication portion 34 in bar graph 28 whereby 
the presence of such an error is instantly indicated. This 
is emphasised by the highlighting signals 40 which are 
simultaneously displayed. 

As discussed above, bar graph 28 represents only 
one way of reproducing the result of the comparison 
function of apparatus 10, and other modes will be ap- 
parent to those skilled in the art on the basis of the above 
disclosure. 

The trace hard copy function 24 enables the pro- 
duction of hard copies in the usual way for reference 
purposes. 

Turning now to the embodiments of Figs 8 to 17, 
these figures show wave forms and corresponding bar 
graphs illustrative of the use of the method and appara- 
tus of the invention for detecting and identifying differ- 
ences in phase between input and template signals. 

Thus, in Figs 8 and 9, the template signal of Fig 8 
is disposed in relation to the input signal of Fig 9 so that 
the trailing edges 42, 44 of the respective wave forms 
are disposed in phase. Accordingly, the apparatus is ar- 
ranged to show in the resultant bar graph 46 a uniformity 
of output which is indicative of no error-detection step, 
and thus the bar graph indicates the in-phase relation- 
ship of the above-discussed portions of the two wave 
forms. 

In the wave forms of Figs 11 and 12, the template 
wave form of Fig 1 1 corresponds to that of Fig 8, and 
the leading edges of the input signal and of the template 
are likewise disposed in phase and are identified by ref- 
erence numerals 44 and 42 as in the preceding embod- 
iment. However, the trailing edge 48 of the input wave 
form is disposed (see Fig 1 2) out of phase with respect 
to the corresponding trailing edge 50 of the input wave 



form of Fig 9. Accordingly, a corresponding "error" (E) 
is identified at 52 and flagged by signals 53 in the bar 
graph 54 of Fig 1 3. 

It can thus be seen that the comparison function il- 
5 lustrated in Figs 8 to 1 3 represents a use of the method 
and apparatus of the invention for the detection and 
identification of phase differences not only between one 
input wave form and a corresponding template, but be- 
tween such an input wave form and two or more wave 
10 forms used as a comparison basis. 

In the embodiment of Figs 14 to 17, the trigger sig- 
nal 60 of Fig 14 is employed to co-ordinate the in-phase 
relationship therewith of template waveform 62 in Fig 15 
whereby the phase-shift 64 between template 62 and 
is input waveform 66 (being a median of a number of sam- 
pled input signals) is identified on bar graph 68 of Fig 
17 as error signals 70, flagged at 72. 

In this embodiment, the trigger signal 60 provides 
the phase coordination basis for the phase comparison 
20 function of the method and apparatus. 



Claims 

25 1. a method of analysis of engines and/or other rotary 
machines comprising :- 

a) providing input means to obtain an input sig- 
nal related to a variable characteristic of the op- 

30 eration of a rotary machine; 

b) causing said input means to provide said in- 
put signal; 

c) digitising said input signal from said input 
means for analysis of said variable character- 
's istic; and 

d) analysis of said digitised input signal to de- 
termine information relating to said variable 
characteristic; 

characterised by 

e) said step of analysis of said digitised input 
signal comprising electronic comparison of said 
digitised signal values with the corresponding 
values of a digitised template or comparison 
signal; 

f ) said step of comparison comprising determin- 
ing the degree of compliance or divergence be- 
tween the relevant digitised signal values of 
said input signal and said comparison signal; 
and 

g) generating an indication of compliance or di- 
vergence of said signals. 

55 2. A method according to claim 1 characterised by 
said step of comparison of said digitised signal val- 
ues comprising comparing said digitised signal val- 
ues on an item-by-item basis, and said step of com- 



40 



45 
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4. 



5. 



6. 



7. 



9. 



pliance or divergence indication comprising indicat- 
ing accordingly for items individually or in groups. 

A method according to claim 1 characterised by 
said step of comparison of said digitised signal val- 
ues comprising comparing averaged values of at 
least one parameter of said digitised input signal 
with corresponding averaged values of said digi- 
tised comparison or template signal. 

A method according to any one of claims 1 to 3 char- 
acterised by said step of determining compliance or 
divergence being followed by a step of indicating 
said divergence (if any) by providing an indication 
of appropriate remedial action. 

A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims characterised by the step of providing means 
to adapt said digitised template or comparison sig- 
nal in accordance with progressive changes in said 
digitised input signal, and said method comprising 
the step of progressively adapting said template or 
comparison signal accordingly. 

A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims characterised by said step of comparison of 
said digitised signal values comprising effecting 
said comparison step on the basis of at least one of 
the parameters of the input signal waveform select- 
ed from the group consisting of :- 

Signal waveform 
Signal amplitude 
Signal frequency 
Signal phase 

Signal phase of a chosen part of the input wave- 
form. 

A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims characterised by the sampling rate of said 
analogue-to-digital conversion step being fixed at a 
rate related to the maximum frequency of said input 
signal such that a sufficient plurality of data samples 
per waveform are obtained at sard maximum fre- 
quency, for said step of comparison of said digitised 
input and template signals. 

A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims characterised by said step of indicating said 
degree of compliance or divergence of said digi- 
tised signal values comprising displaying said de- 
gree of compliance or divergence in bar graph form. 

A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims characterised by the step of establishing a 
phase-coordinated relationship between said input 
and said template or comparison signals by means 
of a trigger signal. 



70 



75 



20 



10. A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims characterised by said step of comparison of 
said digitised input signal with the corresponding 
values of a digitised template or comparison signal 
comprising employing at least two digitised tem- 
plate or comparison signals as a basis for compar- 
ison. 

11. A method according to any one of the preceding 
claims characterised by said method being adapted 
for the analysis of internal combustion engines by 
said step of providing said input signal comprising 
providing said signal from a signal source selected 
from the group consisting of :- 

a) spark ignition system signals; 

b) electronic control unit signals; 

c) transducer-generated vibration signals; 

d) transducer-generated gas pressure sensing 
signals; 

e) shaft encoder signals; 

f) alternator ripple signals; 

g) transducer - generated acoustics signals; 

h) battery signals. 

12. A method of analysis of engines and other rotary 
machines comprising comparison of an input signal 
related to a variable characteristic of the operation 
of a rotary machine with a corresponding template 
or comparison signal characterised by the step of 
progressively adapting said template or compari- 
son signal in accordance with progressive changes 
in said input signal. 



35 13. A method of analysis of engines and other rotary 
machines comprising providing an input signal re- 
lated to a variable characteristic of the operation of 
a rotary machine and comparing said input signal 
with a corresponding template or comparison signal 
and generating an indication of compliance or diver- 
gence of said signals, said compliance or diver- 
gence being indicated in bar graph form. 



25 



30 



40 



45 



50 



55 



14. Apparatus for analysis of engines and/or other ro- 
tary machines comprising :- 

a) input means to obtain an input signal related 
to a variable characteristic of the operation of a 
rotary machine; 

b) analogue-to-digital conversion means to dig- 
itise an input signal from said input means for 
analysis of said variable characteristic; 

c) signal analysis means to analyse said digi- 
tised input signal to determine information re- 
lating to said variable characteristic; 

characterised by 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0733791 A2_l_> 



6 



11 



EP 0 733 791 A2 



12 



d) signal value comparison means adapted to 
effect electronic comparison of said digitised 
signal values with the corresponding values of 
a digitised template or comparison signal; and 

e) indicator means adapted to generate an in- s 
dication of compliance or divergence of said in- 
put and template signals. 



of comparison of said digitised input and template 
signals. 

22. Apparatus according to any one of claims 14 to 21 
characterised by said indicator means comprising 
bar graph display means to indicate said degree of 
said compliance or divergence. 



15. Apparatus according to claim 14 characterised by 
signal storage and retrieval means adapted to store 
and retrieve signals for use as said template or com- 
parison signals. 

16. Apparatus according to claim 14 or claim 15 char- 
acterised by said signal value comparison means 
being adapted to compare said digitised signal val- 
ues on an item-by-item basis. 

17. Apparatus according to any one of claims 14 to 16 
characterised by said indicator means adapted to 
generate an indication of compliance or divergence 
being adapted to (in the case of divergence) indi- 
cate corresponding remedial action. 

18. Apparatus according to any one of claims 14 to 16 
characterised by said signal value comparison 
means being adapted to compare averaged values 
of at least one parameter of said digitised input sig- 
nal with corresponding averaged values of said dig- 
itised comparison signal 

19. Apparatus according to claim 15 characterised by 
said signal storage and retrieval means being 
adapted to adapt said template or comparison sig- 
nal in accordance with progressive changes in said 
input signal as a basis for comparison. 

20. Apparatus according to any of claims 1 4 to 1 9 char- 
acterised by said signal value comparison means 
being adapted to effect comparison of said digitised 
signal values on the basis of at least one of the pa- 
rameters of the input signal waveform selected from 
the group consisting of :- 

a) signal waveform; 

b) signal amplitude; 

c) signal frequency; 

d) signal phase; 

e) signal phase of a chosen part of the input 
waveform. 

21. Apparatus according to any one of claims 14 to 20 
characterised by said analogue-to-digital conver- 
sion means having a sampling rate fixed at a rate 
related to the maximum frequency of the input sig- 
nal intended for said apparatus, such that a suffi- 
cient plurality of data samples per waveform are ob- 
tained at said maximum frequency for the purpose 



23. Apparatus according to any one of claims 14 to 22 
io characterised by trigger signal generation and input 

means adapted to generate a trigger signal for use 
in establishing a phase-coordinated relationship 
between said input and said template or compari- 
son signals. 

is 

24. Apparatus according to claim 1 5 characterised by 
said signal storage and retrieval means being 
adapted to store and retrieve at least two digitised 
template or comparison signals as a basis for com- 

20 parison. 

25. Apparatus according to any one of claims 14 to 23 
characterised by said apparatus being adapted for 
analysis of internal combustion engines, and said 

2$ input means being adapted to provide a signal from 
a signal source selected from the group consisting 
of :- 

a) spark ignition system signals; 
^0 b) electronic control unit signals; 

c) transducer-generated vibration signals; 

d) transducer-generated gas pressure sensing 
signals; 

e) shaft encoder signals 
35 f) alternator ripple signals. 

g) transducer - generated acoustic signals; 

h) battery signals. 

26. Apparatus for analysis of engines and/or other ro- 
^o tary machines comprising : 

a) input means to provide an input signal relat- 
ed to available characteristic of the operation 
of a rotary machine; 
45 b) signal value comparison means adapted to 

effect electronic comparison of said input signal 
with a corresponding template or comparison 
signal; 

c) means to adapt said template or comparison 
50 signal in accordance with progressive changes 

in said input signal. 

27. Apparatus for analysis of engines and/or other ro- 
tary machines comprising : 

55 

a) input means to provide an input signal relat- 
ed to available characteristic of the operation 
of a rotary machine; 
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b) signal value comparison means adapted to 
effect electronic comparison of said input signal 
with a corresponding template or comparison 
signal; 

c) indicator means to generate an indication of 
compliance or divergence of said template sig- 
nals; 

d) said indication means comprising bar graph 
generation means adapted to display said de- 
gree of compliance or divergence in bar graph 
form. 
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